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President Brandt,

The Park District Board discussed your most recent offer for a land swap at Lombard
Common dated October 22, 2019 at our Board meeting that same evening. There is a
unanimous lack of support for this proposal for the same reasons your initial offer was

rejected. Please refer to our June 26, 2019 correspondence for that rejection. Additionally,
the meeting was attended by seven of the residents from Grace Street that would live
across the street from your proposed building and parking lot. Each spoke out against your
proposal.

While we appreciate your efforts to speak to the Village of Lombard and get a clearer
picture about the amount of land you need versus want, the 3.25 acre parcel you are asking
for will reduce our ability to provide the Parks and Recreation services the community
desires. Additionally, for three years now the Library has collected taxes from the citizens
to build a new facility. It is our understanding that you asked the residents for a tax increase
not only large enough to construct the new facility, but also large enough to demolish the
current one. The Park District will not provide tax dollars for the demolition of the old

Library, as our taxpayers have already provided you the resources to do so.

In your offer, you state that "We still prefer to build a new library at its current location, but
Lombard needs to move forward with a plan for a new Library." The Park Board hopes that

is truly the preference of the Library Board. As a reminder, the Park District's offer of
November 6, 2017 provided you the ability to do just that.
The 2017 offer would have addressed the Park District's two overriding concerns with a

new facility at Maple and Park. The first is the Library's proximity to the historic Coach
House. The demolition and re-construction of your current design would put the facility in

jeopardy as it is just 60 inches away. For over three years, the Library has had no response
to this concern outside of "that's what insurance is for, there are no guarantees," and that

you would be willing only to put vibration monitoring equipment in it. Our offer to you would
have moved the new Library away and created a buffer between the buildings. The second
concern we have is the two story building overlooking the main courtyard at Lilacia Park.
The offer of November 6, 2017 would also have eliminated that issue for the Park Board,

as the building would be just one story.
In the offer received on October 22, 2019, when speaking about the November 6, 2017
offer from the Park District, you state:
"In addition to the setback issues we originally addressed, we do not consider

the Park's proposed "boxcar block-long rectangle shape for the building to

be a viable solution for the needs if a 21®'-century library - which are in the
best interests of the community."
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